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 As human beings, we have an awfully easy time taking things for granted that should astonish us.  For example, I 
can remember reading when I was about 10 or so a book by Mark Twain in which he described his astonishment at how 
fast a horse-drawn stagecoach went.  He was so impressed that a stagecoach could travel at 15 or 20 miles an hour.  I read 
that and said to myself, “What’s the big deal?  I go four times that fast in a car all the time.”  However, most people from 
most of history would have agreed with Mark Twain and not me.  Cars had dulled my appreciation of 15 miles per hour. 
 The same thing can easily happen in the spiritual realm.  When we are confronted with some wonderful, 
astonishing concept all the time, sooner or later, it stops becoming wonderful and astonishing and starts becoming 
something that we take for granted.  Take, for instance, the statement, “Jesus died for my sins.”  In the first century, when 
the gospel was first preached, that was a shocking and revolutionary idea.  Today, though, we have become so accustomed 
to the thought that I don’t think any of us were shocked when I said it.  It’s all too easy for that familiarity to lapse into 
indifference.  In fact, this tendency toward indifference is most likely the reason why the Lord’s Supper was instituted, and 
why God intends for it to be celebrated on a weekly basis.  We need to be reminded about what Jesus did once a week, so 
that we can be shaken out of our complacency and remember again the greatness of His sacrifice for us. 
 Sadly, the Lord’s Supper suffers from familiarity just like anything else.  It’s intended to keep us from taking the 
death of Jesus for granted, but then we start taking the Lord’s Supper for granted.  The only cure for this is to return to 
the Scripture and look at Jesus with fresh eyes.  With this in mind, let’s turn to the first part of Hebrews 10.  
 
The Law and Christ 
 This portion of the chapter begins with the Hebrews writer returning to a familiar topic for the last time.  He’s 
going to point to yet another way in which the Law of Moses failed.  We read this in Hebrews 10:1-4.  As we saw in 
Hebrews 9, God set up the tabernacle as He did and instituted the Mosaic system of sacrifices so that those things could 
serve as a model, a visible, earthly representation of the way things were in the heavenly places.  However, the model 
wasn’t the actual spiritual reality any more than a model train is an actual train.  All of the sacrifices that the priests offered 
under the Old Law were just playing with the model.  Day by day, year by year, they slaughtered herds of bulls, flocks of 
sheep and goats, but all of that expense and all of that blood never cleansed a single Israelite from his sins.  It was like a 
model train going round and round on the track, but never transporting a single person or an ounce of cargo.  The model 
looked like the real thing, but it had none of its power.  The Israelites acted out a charade that lasted 1500 years. 
 As evidence for this rather harsh statement, the Hebrews writer points to the repetitive nature of the sacrifices 
under the Law.  Once a year, the high priest offered a goat for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.  The next 
year, at the same time, he did exactly the same thing.  This happened over and over again for the whole time the Israelites 
were in the land, like clockwork.  The priest didn’t offer more goats if the Israelites were especially bad one year; he didn’t 
offer half a goat if they were especially good.  The sacrifice was offered essentially without reference to the people’s 
conduct.  It was a reminder, an acknowledgement that yes, they were sinners, but it did not take away sin. 
 The problem wasn’t in the execution.  The problem was in the concept.  Trying to offer a bull or a goat for the 
sin of a human being was like trying to power the city of Chicago off of a single AA battery.  There just wasn’t enough 
juice there to get the job done.  The concept underlying the sacrifices of the Law of Moses was the concept of 
substitution.  An Israelite sinned, and in that sin, he incurred the death penalty from God.  Because he didn’t want to die, 
he offered an unblemished animal in his place.  It was “perfect” and didn’t deserve to die, so it could bear his death for 
him.  The problem was that the whole substitution was based on a flawed analogy.  The physical perfection of an animal is 
not the same thing as the spiritual perfection of a sinless human being.  Because of that, the death of the unblemished 
animal could not substitute for the death of the sinful Israelite.  It was impossible for its blood to take away his sins. 
 Let’s take a moment to appreciate the situation that this created.  As Paul says in Romans 3, everyone sinned, 
Jews and Gentiles alike.  The Gentiles had no way to solve their sin problem, unless they were willing to proselytize and 
become Jewish.  Before Christ came, even the best-intentioned Gentile was doomed.  Nor were things much better for 
the Jews.  Even though they followed a system set up by God, the system was fatally flawed.  All the sacrifices were as 
effective as paying only the interest on a mortgage.  It kept the debt collectors off, but it never retired the debt. 
 The offering of Christ, however, was very different.  The Hebrews writer defines it in Hebrews 10:5-10.  This 
section contains a quotation from Psalm 40 that prophetically describes Christ’s attitude.  Even though God devised the 
Law of Moses, the sacrifices offered under that law could not satisfy His sense of justice.  If a human being sinned, a 
human being would have to die to pay the debt, but that human being would have to remain sinless through temptation 



and willingly offer himself for the sins of others.  No mere mortal could accomplish that, so the Father prepared a human 
body for His own Son to inhabit, and the Son took up that body, knowing what the price of obedience would be. 
 Even though this text does not use the word “love”, I can think of no passage in Scripture that better captures 
the love of Jesus.  Humankind needed someone to rescue them from their sins, God needed someone to reconcile His 
people to Him, and these things could only be accomplished by a perfect life and a perfect death.  Jesus was literally the 
only One who could possibly do the job, and doing the job would cost Him everything.  He knew all that, but He stepped 
up and said, “I’ll do it”, and He did it, not because He loved Himself, but because He loved God and He loved us. 
 Jesus carried out God’s plan for the eternal redemption of mankind, and in that perfect expression of God’s will, 
He did away with a regime of sacrifice that had lasted for 1500 years.  There was no longer any need to keep making 
interest payments because the whole debt had finally been paid.  What is more, the blood of Christ did not merely erase 
the sins of Israel.  It sanctified and continues to sanctify every one of His disciples until the end of time.  That had been 
God’s plan since before the foundation of the world, and Jesus was great enough to carry it out in every respect. 
 For a final time, the Hebrews writer returns to a comparison between the priests of the Old Law and the 
priesthood of Christ.  This appears in Hebrews 10:11-14.  On the one hand, we see the daily service of the priest 
described.  Every day, he offered sacrifices that he intended for the forgiveness of the people’s sins, and every day, he 
failed in his object.  The priest would spend his entire life on this pattern of futility, then he would die, and another priest 
would take his place to continue offering the same futile sacrifices.  It added up to century after century of failure. 
 When Christ came to make His offering for sin, though, there was nothing futile about it.  He died on the cross, 
He returned to heaven, and He sat down, because there was nothing left for Him to do.  The great battle for the souls of 
those who wish to serve God has already been won.  Jesus is in a holding pattern until God decides that the time has 
come for Jesus to defeat His last and greatest enemy.  Death killed Jesus, but Jesus is going to turn death into a footstool. 
 Here’s what all of this reminds me of.  As you know, I’m a slightly built guy.  Even when I lift weights regularly, I 
don’t muscle up very much.  Because of this, I know that no matter what, I will never bench-press 400 pounds.  You can 
stick me in a gym for 10 years; you can feed me enough steroids to reduce me to a drooling psychopathic wreck, but it is 
still never, ever going to happen.  However, if you go up to some NFL defensive tackle and ask him to bench 400, he will 
swing himself under the bar and bust out half a dozen reps, no problem.  All of those Israelite priests trying to solve the 
sin problem were like me; Jesus was like the defensive tackle.  He did perfectly something that they couldn’t do at all. 
 
Forgiveness of Sins 
 The impact of this in our lives could not be plainer.  Through Jesus, we can find a complete, total forgiveness of 
sins.  The Hebrews writer elaborates on this idea in Hebrews 10:15-18.  Here, we see another stop on our “farewell to the 
main argument of Hebrews” tour.  This is the last time we will see that quotation from Jeremiah 31.  The writer selects 
these two segments from the Jeremiah 31 prophecy because they describe the two things that God must do to possess for 
Himself a holy people.  First, God has to inscribe His laws on their minds and hearts.  They have to be people who know 
what is right and are committed to doing right, because that’s the only way they will keep themselves from sin.   

However, that’s only part, and not even the biggest part, of the holy-people recipe.  If the human race were all 
like Jesus, the law of God would be enough.  However, we aren’t like Jesus.  Despite our best intentions, all of us sin.  
Even once we are in God’s covenant, we wreck our personal holiness.  Something has to happen so that the perfect God, 
who can’t stand to be around sin, can stand to be around us.  What happens is that He remembers our sins no more. 

Hebrews describes lots of amazing things, but in a sneaky way, this is one of the most amazing of them all.  God 
is omniscient.  He knows the number of stars in the night sky, the number of grains of sand on every beach in the world, 
and the number of hairs on my head.  He knows the past, He knows the future, He knows eternity.  In short, He knows it 
all.  I myself am a long way from omniscient.  I’m so absent-minded that my fourth-grade teacher used to tell me regularly 
that I would forget my head if it weren’t screwed on.  However, despite my flawed recall, I know something that God 
doesn’t.  I remember many times in my life when I have sinned and prayed for forgiveness, but God doesn’t remember 
those sins at all.  When Satan will accuse me of those things on the day of judgment, God will reply, “I have no idea what 
you’re talking about.”  Every last one of those sins, from the vile to the ridiculous, has been erased by the blood of Christ.  

 Many Christians struggle with this idea.  I couldn’t begin to guess how many times I’ve heard people say, “I 
know that God has forgiven me for this sin, but I can’t forgive myself.”  It’s like they’re looking for some penance that 
they can do to balance out the guilt of their sin.  People like that seem like they think sin is really bad, but in reality, they 
don’t understand how bad it is.  There is one thing and one thing only that we can do to pay the penalty for our own sin, 
and that is to suffer for an eternity in hell.  In that setting, finding a way to forgive ourselves wouldn’t be much comfort.   

The guilt that truly matters is not the guilt that we feel.  It is the guilt that God assigns.  There are going to be far 
too many people who feel no guilt about their own sins who will still be punished on the day of judgment.  If the opposite 
is true, if we still feel guilty about a sin God has forgiven, that is going to be just as irrelevant. We need to let the guilt go. 


